Stewardship Leaders in Agriculture
Soil Conservation and Biodiversity
LUNDBERG FAMILY FARMS
Lundberg Family Farms began in 1937 when Albert and
Frances Lundberg relocated to California's fertile
Sacramento Valley. After witnessing the Dustbowl in
Nebraska that was the result of poor soil management,
Albert taught his sons Eldon, Wendell, Harlan and Homer
a way of farming that enhances and protects the
environment. The family went on to pioneer organic rice
and value added rice products in the 1960s when the four
sons formed the Lundberg Family Farms® brand. Today
the third generation family-owned and operated business
in Richvale, California continues to utilize practices that
care for the soil, wildlife, air and water.

FERTILITY BALANCE AND RICE PRODUCTION
Lundberg Family Farms is committed to producing high
quality Eco-Farmed and Certified Organic rice while
maintaining healthy ecosystems, improving rice crops, and
enriching the soil. Rice consumes a high amount of
nitrogen, therefore nitrogen fixing cover crops and crop
rotation play a large role in maintaining organic rice
production fertility. Rice varieties have different nitrogen
requirements and for some varieties, nitrogen can be met
solely through a field coming out of rotation with a cover
crop, while other rice varieties need the application of
additional nutrients. The most commonly used fertilizer
in California organic rice production is raw poultry litter.
Planting cover crops adds organic matter to the soil,
improving soil tilth and facilitating soil plant nutrient
exchange.
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ACHIEVEMENTS
• 16,500 Certified Organic acres and 3,500
Eco-Farmed acres
• Non-GMO Certificate of Compliance
• Environmental Protection Agency Green
Power Leadership Award, 2004
• Sustainability Award by Nutrition Business
Journal, 2011
• Responsible Packaging Award by the
Responsible Packaging Project, 2011
• Over 30,000 ducklings rescued with Egg Aid

"Leave the land better than you found it," Albert Lundberg"

Egg Aid and Lundberg Family Farms

BEGINNINGS

"To make a positive impact in the
world by building relationships
with our customers, enhancing
efficient and effective operations,
and continuously improving our
environmental footprint."
- Lundberg Company Vision

PROJECT PARTNERS
Department of Fish and
Game, District 10 Wild Duck
Egg Salvage Program,
Darrold "Duck Daddy" Daly,
and Rancho Esquon

Green manure crops also provide an attractive habitat for shorebirds, ducks,
wildlife, and migrating waterfowl. Lundberg Family Farms believes that
farming in balance with nature enhances biodiversity and in 1993 they began
working with the District 10 Wild Duck Egg Salvage Program to recover
duck eggs from the fields prior to mowing the fields for spring planting.
They later developed Egg Aid as an educational opportunity for kids to learn
about rice farming and how Lundberg Family Farms works to preserve and
maintain the habitat for all kinds of species. During Egg Aid, in cooperation
with the Department of Fish and Game, Lundberg Family Farms, The
District 10 volunteers, and elementary school children comb the fields and
search for duck eggs.

PROJECT DETAILS
Every year, the major work of the egg salvage is done by the volunteers of the
District 10 Wild Duck Egg Salvage Program and by the farm crew who stop
their equipment during fieldwork to collect any nests that were missed. Egg
Aid, the symbolic recovery of the eggs with local students, happens every
other year. The duck eggs are then taken to a hatchery where they are
incubated, monitored and eventually released back into the wild. Lundberg
Family Farms has also partnered with both Darrold Daly (aka "Duck Daddy")
and Rancho Esquon for hatching, caring for and releasing ducklings from egg
salvage operations. Over 30,000 ducklings have been rescued through
Lundberg Family Farm conservation efforts.

IMPLEMENTATION AND MANAGEMENT
In the winter cover crops are grown at Lundberg Family Farms to prepare
the soil for a period of restoration after the harvest. They then add nutrients
and organic matter to their soils by incorporating cover crops before spring
planting to produce a loose seedbed. Water management is incredibly
important because water management equates to weed management. For
water efficiency and proper water management Lundberg Family Farms
utilizes landplanes, GPS and laser leveling equipment to level the surface of
the soil.

FOSTERING SUCCESS
Lundberg Family Farms is a vertically integrated company that has been
successful in producing, milling, storing, packaging, processing and marketing
a wide variety of rice and rice products. Currently they are in the process of
launching 11 new organic whole grain entrees. All rice cakes, flours, and
Lundberg Family Farms packaged rice products are grown and manufactured
on site, however the company also relies on outside manufactures and partner
growers to assure that they have enough to meet their supply needs. When
selecting these company partners Lundberg Family Farms seeks like-minded
companies and to further promote environmental stewardship and they
provide their partners with educational opportunities and share their
sustainable farming practices.
For more information please contact:
The American Farmland Trust
1200 18th Street NW, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036

202-331-7300
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